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I am pleased, in the name of the entire Team of our Dermato-
logy Department, to share with you our biennial report for the 
years 2007 and 2008. 

It gives me great pleasure to look back over the previous two 
years and review the significant accomplishments of our depart-
ment, faculty and staff.

The years 2007 and 2008 were times of significant reorgani-
sation and change in the department, following the retirement 
in March 2006 of former chairman Prof Günter Burg, and my 
nomination to chair the department in October 2006 after a 
very successful interim management period by Prof Reinhard 
Dummer. Reform and organisational improvement were absolu-
tely necessary, in order to be well prepared for future challenges 
in the medical field. The staff of our department has made a va-
riety of important improvements in organisational structure and 
clinical services during the past two years. These include the im-
plementation of a new participative management structure, the 
implementation of a new «organigram» composed of distinct 
clinical divisions «Bereiche» under the responsibility of distinct 
faculty members. A further priority has been the development of 
a trustful environment with a constructive error culture, the lat-
ter being supported by the implementation of an online critical 
incident reporting system. To improve patient service in face of 
over 95’000 patient consultations per year, we have installed a 
centralised patient registration and appointment system. And 
last but not least we have implemented measures to decrea-
se the administrative load of work that faces our residents, so 
that they have more time for our patients and personal medical 
education. 

New clinical activities and structures were also launched during 
2007 and 2008, notably the pigmented lesion and skin cancer 
prevention clinic under the direction of PD Dr Ralph Braun and 
the inpatient week clinic - that provides short diagnostic wor-
kups and short therapy possibilities on the E Floor - under the 
direction of PD Dr Günther Hofbauer. 

Our department is devoted to providing sustained leadership in 
patient care, research and education in the fields of dermatolo-
gy, venerology and allergology. Our faculty and staff particularly 
honour their educational commitment to medical and nursing 
students, to residents in dermatology training, and to postgra-
duate teaching for established specialists in dermatology and 
allergology. Under my direction and that of PD Dr Peter Schmid, 
and in collaboration with over 14 faculty members and external 
private physicians or colleagues, we currently provide pregra-
duate dermatology training to over 200 students yearly in the 
3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th year of medical education. We also host 
over 50 medical students per year for 1 – 4 months of practical 
training in the clinic. This offer and the professionalism of fa-
culty members teaching is particularly appreciated by students 
in Switzerland and within Europe, approximately 50% of the 
students originating from Universities outside of Switzerland. 
22 residents are currently performing their 5 years of specialised 
dermatology training in our clinic, an activity that is essential for 
maintaining high quality patient care in dermatology in Swit-
zerland. In 2007 and 2008 we have significantly developed our 
postgraduate and continuing medical education program, offe-
ring over 12 CME events and grand rounds per year, many of 
which attract 180 – 200 participants. Furthermore we have ad-
ded a dermatology update series to our postgraduate teaching, 
with the aim of providing a further platform for case presenta-
tions, short updates, and an overview of important publications 
in dermatology via our journal club. 

The main academic focus of our department is dermato-onco-
logy, immuno-dermatology, and allergology. In experimental as 
well as clinical research 2007 and 2008 were extremely 
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successful years. The innovative character of the research pro-
duced by our highly productive research team of over 50 scien-
tists and clinician-scientists is illustrated by several high impact 
publications including an article concerning the mechanism of 
development of psoriasis in Nature Medicine in 2007, and the 
strong rise in the departments cumulative impact factor bet-
ween 2006 and 2008. Accumulated impact factor measures the 
quantity and quality of research, and its progression from 190 
points in 2006 to 355 in 2008, positions us among the leading 
academic dermatology departments in the world. Our depart-
ment sets a high priority for clinical research too. This is the best 
way to ensure that our patients with difficult to treat diseases 
receive the best level of therapy in the future. Currently over 45 
clinical trials are ongoing in the department, corresponding to 
over 20% of all studies performed at the Zurich University Hos-
pital. It is our objective to continue strengthening our research 
activities, and to this end, 3 residents with academic potential 
were sent for fellowships abroad. We hope that such initiatives 
and the future establishment of endowed professorships will 
enable us to remain at the forefront of research and develop-
ment in our field. 

We are very happy and grateful for the continuous support and 
confidence that the hospital direction, the medical faculty of the 
University of Zurich, referring hospitals and referring physicians 
give us, and are confident that we can further develop this con-
structive collaboration. 

I thank you for taking the time to review this report, which 
documents 2 years of wonderful contributions achieved by the 
faculty and staff of the department of dermatology of the Uni-
versity of Zurich. 

In the name of the department of dermatology of the Zurich 
University Hospital,

Yours sincerely 

Prof Lars E. French
Chairman
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The Department of Dermatology of the Zurich University Hospi-
tal is devoted to provide sustained leadership in research, pati-
ent care and education in the fields of dermatology, venerology 
and allergology. 

Our nationally and internationally recognized Department in-
cludes centers of excellence for skin cancer, inflammatory and 
allergic skin diseases and dermatological surgery. Within a team 
of 37 specialized physicians we offer high-level patient care in 
all areas of dermatology, venerology and allergology in the con-
text of our large out-patient ambulatory care clinic (Dermato-
logische Poliklinik), our inpatient dermatology service, our day 
care unit, and tertiary care referral clinics in a large number of 
specialty areas. These include: melanoma and difficult pigmen-
ted lesions, non-melanoma skin cancers, cutaneous lymphoma, 
bullous and autoimmune skin disease, medical dermatology, 
psoriasis, hair and scalp disease, occupational and contact der-
matitis, dermatologic surgery, dermatopathology, and physical 
therapies (phototherapy, radiotherapy and laser therapy).

Our research activities are focussed on basic and translational 
research with relevance to skin disease, focussing on skin can-
cer and inflammatory skin disease. The remarkable success of 
our research groups is reflected by regular  high level publica-
tions and a high cumulative yearly impact factor. Collaboration 
and  networking with talented scientists and research groups 
within the University of Zurich, the ETH, collaborative networks 
such as the Zurich Cancer network, and other leading European 
Dermatology Centers has amplified our research activities.

Education is the third principle field of activity of our Depart-
ment - in the past few years, our Department has focussed its 
resources on pre- and post-graduate training as well as on 
the development and maintenance of an innovative internet-
based pre-graduate learning tool– DOIT (Dermatology Online 
with Interactive Technology). In the coming years this program 
will be further developed into a European platform for online 
post-graduate education including online continuing medical 
education.

1. Assignement of the Depart-
ment of Dermatology USZ
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2. Mission Statement

The top priorities of the Department of Dermatology USZ – in 
close collaboration with other clinics and institutes of the USZ 
– are:

	 to offer high quality individualized diagnosis and therapy of 
skin disease, as well as patient education in skin care and 
prevention of skin disease

 	to provide a high level of teaching and training in dermato-
logy at the pre- and post-graduate level

 
	 to perform innovative basic and clinical research with the 

ultimate aim of contributing to improved patient-care

7

	 to foster constructive collaboration and networks with priva-
te practitioners as well as primary and secondary institutio-
nal care providers

By fulfilling this mission we aim to position our department 
among the leading Dermatology Departments in Europe.
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3. Team

The department of Dermatology has a staff of 160 people – 
including medical doctors, nursing staff, medical technical staff, 
laboratory staff, administrative staff, and 30 research collabo-
rators.

Routinely, our Department hosts fellows and guests from ab-
road within its clinical and research activities.   

7%
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1%
17%

Doctors/Other academic specialists 
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Associate Professors
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(autoimmune bullous diseases, dermatomyositis, scleroder-
ma, lupus and others) benefit from expert advice, therapy 
and follow-up in a multidisciplinary setting.  

	 Hair disorders (Trichology): This consultation is directed by 
Prof R Trueb who is internationally renown for his expertise 
in this field, offering patients with complex hair disorders 
innovative treatment modalities.

	 Pediatric dermatology; a dermatologic consultation service 
specialized for children and childhood skin disease, that is 
ran in close collaboration with a board-certified pediatrician 
in our Department and the Childrens Hospital of the Univer-
sity of Zurich. 

	 Psoriasis: The management of this frequent skin disease 
has benefitted from the recent development of several new 
targeted medications – so-called “biologics”. Within this 
specialized consultation under the direction of Prof R Trueb, 
patients can profit from the interdisciplinary nature of our 
expertise, our close collaboration with the Department of 
Rheumatology, our large panel of treatment modalities and 
innovative clinical trials. 

	 Acne: Our medical team under the direction of senior physici-
an Dr S Läuchli (Oberarzt) offers – together with a dermato-
cosmetology specialist – expert advice in the management 
of acne and its cosmetic consequences.

	 Chronic wounds: Patients with chronic venous leg wounds 
(ulcers), diabetic wounds, and ischemic arterial wounds 
amongst others have access in this consultation to a team 
of specialized nurses and MD’s under the direction of Prof J 
Hafner, a double board-certified (Dermatology & Angiology) 
expert in the field.

	 Specialized consultations are also regularly held for hyperhi-
drosis, phlebology, urticaria and sexually transmitted disea-
ses and proctology.

 

4. Patient Care

In the Swiss Health Service, inpatient dermatology is virtually 
exclusively available at the five university hospitals. In contrast, 
ambulatory care is offered both in the private sector and the 
public setting of university hospitals. 
As the largest academic dermatology center in Switzerland, the 
Department of Dermatology at the University of Zurich offers 
an in-patient medical care for complex and rare skin problems. 
In addition we provide the most extensive spectrum of out-
patient services including highly specialized consultations. Our 
department benefits from a large area referral base for these 
specialized activities as well as its own on-site histopathology 
laboratory. 

Out-patient unit 

In the general dermatology out-patient unit our teams mainly 
treat acute skin disorders and emergency cases mostly allergies, 
inflammatory disorders of the skin and skin infections. The most 
frequently treated skin diseases are eczema, psoriasis, «naevi» 
(moles), pigment disorders such as vitiligo, skin cancer and its 
precursors, as well as bacterial, viral or fungal skin infections. 

In addition to our general dermatology outpatient service, our 
patients with specific skin diseases also have access to a num-
ber of specialized out-patient clinics:

	 Pigmented lesion clinic & skin cancer prevention: In this con-
sultation that runs under the direction of PD Dr R. Braun, 
the latest high tech equipment (confocal microscopy, skin 
surface videomicroscopy, dermoscopy,total body imaging) is 
used for the early detection of melanoma.

 
	 Skin cancer unit (oncodermatology): this consultation under 

the direction of Prof R Dummer offers patients with skin 
cancer of different types (melanoma, lymphoma, squamous 
cell carcinoma of the skin, basal cell carcinoma and others) 
highly professionalized treatment and follow-up. A broad 
variety of treatments are available through this specialized 
and multidisciplinary consultation, including: surgical inter-
ventions, physical treatment with special light sources or 
radiotherapy, topical immunomodulatory treatments and 
chemotherapy. For patients with lymphoma, basal cell carci-
nomas and metastatic melanoma, several innovative thera-
pies within the context of clinical trials are available.

	 Autoimmune skin diseases: in this specialized consultation 
piloted by Prof R Trueb, patients with diseases due to an 
overactive immune response and associated skin symptoms 
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of complex dermatological and/or systemic therapy by specia-
lized medical and nursing staff. Sequential treatments regimens 
under conditions of optimal compliance are frequently perfor-
med in this setting for our patients with psoriasis and other 
autoimmune diseases, eczema, and infectious skin diseases for 
example. Extracorporeal photopheresis, an immunomodulatory 
treatment for organ transplant recipients suffering organ rejec-
tion, and for cutaneous lymphoma patients is performed daily 
with our two photopheresis units in the day care clinic. 

Surgery Unit

Our surgical unit and its experienced team of dermatological 
surgeons (Dr med S Läuchli and Prof J Hafner) have developped 
a renown activity in general dermatological surgery with a focus 
on skin cancer surgery and chronic wound surgery. Innovative 
techniques such as micrographic surgery (MOHS) for complex 
skin cancer cases, ablative laser treatments, or fibrotic tissue 
shaving and skin transplantation for complex wounds are re-
gularly performed with a high level of patient satisfaction in 
this unit.  

In-patient units D1, D2 & E2 (36 beds; of which 10 runned 
as «Wochenklinik» – Monday-Friday)

In our in-patient setting patients with severe inflammatory skin 
diseases (generalized eczema, psoriasis, autoimmune disor-
ders), severe infectious skin disease, complex chronic wounds 
especially after a surgical intervention, and skin cancer patients 

Allergology Unit

The allergology unit of our department is a European certified 
(GALEN) center of excellence specialized in the diagnosis and 
treatment of acute and chronic allergic disease. Managed by 
PD Dr P Schmid and Prof B Ballmer-Weber, our allergy unit has 
developed a special focus on skin allergy, food allergy, drug al-
lergy and desensitization protocols (specific immunotherapy), 
for example for life-threatening insect sting allergies. 

Physical treatment unit – including irradiation-, photo-
therapy & laser unit

The department is equipped with the 
latest physical therapy technologies, 
including UVA1 devices and laser sys-
tems. Recently, a modern X ray devices 
for superficial irradiation therapy have 
been purchased to help to continue the 
long standing tradition of this tolerated 
treatment option that is typically ap-
plied for epithelial tumors in advanced 
age amongst others.

Day Care Clinics

Our day care clinic under the direction 
of PD Dr G Hofbauer provides a unique 
setting for the ambulatory provision 

2006  2007 ∆ 2006 % 2008 ∆ 2007 %

Out-patients consultations 83‘473 95‘037 13.9 % 99‘140 4.3%

Outpatient Unit
Allergology Uni
Epicutan-Test-Lab
Radiation-Therapy-Unit
Photo-Therapy-Unit
Laser-Therapy-Unit
Day Care Clinic
"Persönliche Sprechstunde"
Surgery Unit

40.7%

21.6%

2.4%

8.5%

12%

1%

0.5%

9%
4.8%

Consultations out patient-setting 2008

Outpatient Unit
Allergology Uni
Epicutan-Test-Lab
Radiation-Therapy-Unit
Photo-Therapy-Unit
Laser-Therapy-Unit
Day Care Clinic
"Persönliche Sprechstunde"
Surgery Unit

40.7%

21.6%

2.4%

8.5%

12%

1%

0.5%

9%
4.8%
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requiring surgery or chemotherapy benefit of round the clock 
specialized care. The multidisciplinary nature of the medical and 
nursing team, the size and patient-flow, as well as the expertise 
of the senior medical staff responsible for the in-patient units 
(Prof L French, Prof R Dummer, Prof J Hafner, PD Dr G Hofbauer) 
make this an in-patient unit that is unique in its kind in Swit-
zerland.  
To be in line with an upcoming medical trend in dermatology, 
we reorganised part of the in-patient unit in 2007 so as to of-
fer a «week-clinic» in which ten beds are solely operated from 
Monday to Friday. Our week-clinic matches the medical needs 
of a significant subset of our patients and referring physicians 
(intermittent in-patient care, short diagnostic work-ups, short in 
patient therapy) and is associated with a significant reduction 
in our overall mean length of inpatient hospital stay (7.9 days in 
2007), but a higher workload for the staff due the high «patient 
turnover» and limited time-frame for diagnosis and care.		
	
Nursing					   

The main task of our nursing team is the care for patients suffe-
ring from oncologic diseases, chronic wounds and from severe 
autoimmune or allergic diseases – throughout all phases of the 
illness. Palliative care is also an important element of the spec-
trum of there responsibilities. Continuing nursing education in 
this challenging field assures the required highly professional 
experience and competence of the team.
  
The nursing team is involved in various developments

	 Collaboration with the Institute of Sonderpädagogie of Zu-
rich University: Establishing a tool to measure quality of life

	 Collaboration with the ETH Zurich: Conception and evalua-
tion of a tool to register and document pain via pressure of 
the hands on to a artificial membrane

	 Another project focuses on developing a training concepts 
for elastic compression therapy for patients suffering from 
chronic leg ulcers 

In order to manage the continuing raising medical challenges 
regular intensive trainings on medical and nursing know-how 
are indispensable. Monthly clinic intern case report session as 
well as involvement in training activities of the Swiss Nursing 
Group Dermatology guarantees to maintain the presently high 
standard of quality of our nursing team (e.g. collaboration with 
«Wundexperten»). 

Since several years the Department of Dermatology runs a CIRS 
(Critical Incident Reporting System) to ensure ambitious quality 
requirements. 

As a multi-professional nursing team, it is our goal to help to 
build up a highly professional clinical and patient-oriented care 
in Dermatology. Therefore, we offer consulting to other care dis-
ciplines within the USZ and beyond. 

Dermato-oncology
- Center of Reference for Melanoma
- Center of Reference for Cutaneous Lymphoma
- MOHS (Micrographic Surgery of skin tumors)

Immunodermatology

Essential for quality the main  
focus of our clinical activities

Statistics: Number of biopsies per year since 2006

2006  2007 ∆ 2006 % 2008 ∆ 2008 %

Biopsies 14‘578 16‘979 + 16 % 20‘042 + 19.6 %

Dermatopathology 
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Laboratory setting

The laboratory setting of the department includes fully equip-
ped dermatopathology, allergology, mycology, serology/venero-
logy and research laboratories.

As an essential tool for dermatological diagnosis and quality 
of patient care, our dermatopathology lab supervized by Prof R 
Dummer seconded by two senior dermatopathologists that are  
board-certified clinicians and dermatopathologists (Dr J Kama-
rascev, Dr K Kerl) performs histological diagnosis of approxi-
mately 19’000 skin biopsy samples per year. The importance of 
this laboratory is reflected by constantly rising referrals. 
 
 
Interdisciplinarity within USZ

Several dermatologic disorders are associated with significant 
disease of other vital organs. Therefore intensive collaboration 
with other medical and surgical disciplines within the university 
hospital is daily practice.

Key Financial Figures

2006  2007 ∆ 2006 % 2008 ∆ 2008 %

Biopsies 14‘578 16‘979 + 16 % 20‘042 + 19.6 %

2008 2007

Revenues (medical services) 26.4 Mio CHF 23.4 Mio CHF

Consultations out-patient setting 99’000 95’000

Patient entries in in-patient setting 1‘236
(therof 25% privately  

insured patients)

1’143

Duration of stay 7,8 days 7.9 days

Occupation of inpatient beds (percent) 87% 85.6 %

Employees (full-time equivalents)
(therof 27 financed by third party funds)

160 160
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6. Research Foundations

Our department promotes two charitable foundations aiming to 
support patient related high quality research:

	 The Bruno Bloch Siftung – founded in 1935 by the widow 
of Prof Bruno Bloch, Chairman of the Zurich Dermatology 
Department between 1916 and 1933; it supports skin re-
search and education activities specifically in relation to the 
department of dermatology of the university of Zurich inclu-
ding research on chronic and severe skin diseases such as 
severe inflammatory illnesses and skin cancer.

	 The Association for Research of the Cancer of the 
Skin (Verein für Hautkrebsforschung) [www.skincancer.ch] 
– founded in 2004 – aiming to coordinate and stimulate 
skin cancer research in Switzerland by supporting research 
in rare and severe forms of skin cancer (e.g. melanoma, cu-
taneous lymphoma). The board consists of several chairmen 
of Departments of Dermatology in Switzerland; it is currently 
chaired by Prof R Dummer. The current goal is to generate 
support for a professorship.

5. Public Relations

We maintain regular and active information exchange with 
the public and private practitioners. Several communication 
channels are commonly used for this purpose and include inter-
views/commentaries in local and regional newspapers, regularly 
updated information and news on our website www.dermato-
logie.usz.ch, and a regular newsletter - in collaboration with the 
Zurich Dermatology Society - of «DermaZH».
In line with our focus on excellence in skin cancers, skin cancer 
prevention and early detection of skin cancer is a clear priority. 
High level prevention and early detection of skin cancer requires 
the transfer of information to the population and a continuous 
education effort for the population and physicians. In collabo-
ration with the Swiss cancer league, regional cancer leagues, 
and the Swiss Society for Dermatology and Venerology we pre-
pare and distribute printed and electronic information concer-
ning skin cancer prevention and organise public events such 
as the yearly melanoma Monday (free melanoma screening 
day). Accordingly, the allergy department organizes «teaching 
evenings» for parents of children suffering from atopic eczema 
(neurodermitis) together with AHA (the Swiss patient organisa-
tion for atopic diseases). 
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7. Research

Our aims for patient care such as the improvement of the qua-
lity of our services are critically dependent on innovation and 
thus research. Our department is committed to a high level of 
research in dermatology, and our achievement in this field - as 
judged by the cumulative impact factor for 2008 (355) – posi-
tions us amongst the leading Departments in the field. 

The research activities of the Department of Dermatology are 
primarily focussed on basic, translational (patient-oriented), 
and clinical research in:

	 dermato-oncology, concentration on pathogenesis, early 
diagnosis and molecular targeted treatment of skin cancer, 
particularly on melanoma, cutaneous lymphoma, and non-
melanoma skin cancers. 

	 immunodermatology, especially innate immunity and T-cell 
biology in inflammatory skin diseases, notably psoriasis in-
cluding the clinical study of targeted therapies, and severe 
allergic adverse drug reactions

	 allergology, emphasizing on drug and food allergies, and  
specific immunotherapy

Key Figures and Highlights

	 Currently 47 ongoing clinical trials of new therapeutic ap-
proaches in skin disease – corresponding to over 20% of all 
studies performed at the USZ

	 55 original and 21 review articles published in peer-review-
ed journals in 2008

	 Several high impact publications in the interdisciplinary jour-
nals 

	 Conrad C et al.; Alpha1beta1 is crucial for accumulation 
of epidermal T cells and the development of psoriasis. Nat. 
Med 2007 Jul; 13(7):836-42

	 Urosevic M et al.; Type I IFN innate immune response to 
adenovirus-mediated IFN-gamma gene transfer contributes 
to the regression of cutaneous lymphomas, J. Clin. Invest. 
117: 2834-2846 (2007)

	 Hoek K et al.; In vivo switching of human melanoma cells 
between proliferative and invasive states. Cancer Res. 
2008;68:650-6 

	 New intellectual property: in the last three years 4 patent 
applications  have been submitted/registered.  

	 Promotion of academic renewal: 3 young clinician-scientists 
from our Department are currently performing fellowships in 
leading academic centers in the United States.  

 Aim of our research activities

	 promote high quality research with clinical relevance in the 
defined above mentioned fields of focus 

	 intensive networking and collaboration with other institutes 
and departments at the Zurich University and ETH, as well as 
through active participation in networks such as the «cancer 
network Zurich»

	 support fellowships abroad in excellent research institutions 
of the Swiss National Science Foundation (incl. SCORE A ca-
reer development awards or SNF professorships)

	 two endowed professorships in our Department in inflamm-
atory skin disease and skin cancer research respectively, with 
the aim of recruiting or retaining leaders in these research 
fields to our department
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Group Members
Dr sc nat Philipp P Bosshard 
(group leader)

Main Fields of Research 
Our research activities focus on (i) sexually 
transmitted diseases (e.g. development and 
evaluation of molecular methods for etiologic 
diagnosis), (ii) fungal infections (e.g. optimiza-
tion of diagnostic procedures)

Selected References
Ciardo D.E., Schär G., Altwegg M., Böttger 
E.C., Bosshard P.P. (2007) Identification of 
moulds in the diagnostic laboratory – an algo-
rithm implementing molecular and phenotypic 
methods. Diagn. Microbiol. Infect. Dis. 59:49-
60.
Ciardo D.E., Schär G., Böttger E.C., Altwegg 
M., Bosshard P.P. (2006) Internal transcribed 
spacer sequencing versus biochemical profi-
ling for identification of medically important 
yeasts. J. Clin. Microbiol. 44(1):77-84.
Bosshard P.P., Kronenberg A., Zbinden R., Ruef 
C., Böttger E.C., Altwegg M. (2003) Etiologic 
diagnosis of infective endocarditis by broad-
range polymerase chain reaction: a 3-year ex-
perience. Clin. Infect. Dis. 37(2):167-712.

Group Members
Prof Barbara Ballmer-Weber 
(group leader)

Dr med Christoph Metzler
Dr med Peter Bures
Dr med Stefanie Christensen
Irène Cuhat

Main Fields of Research 
Our research activities are focused on food 
allergy, in particular pollen related food al-
lergy. We are particularly involved into the 
identification and molecular characterisation 
of important cross-reactive allergens, and the 
development of diagnostic  and therapeutic 
methods based on recombinant allergens. 
Another important  aspect of our research 
activity is risk assessment in food allergy  in 
regard to genetic modified foods/novel foods 
but also threshold doses (minimal allergen do-
ses to induce an allergic reaction) of plant and 
anmimal food allergens. 

Selected References 
Gubesch M, Theler B, Dutta M, Baumer B, Ma-
this A, Holzhauser T, Vieths S, Ballmer-Weber 
BK. Allergenic potential of novel food: clinical 
and molecular investigation of exotic vegetab-
les (water spinach, hyacinth bean and Ethiopi-
an eggplant). Allergy 2007, 62: 1243-50
Ballmer-Weber BK, Holzhauser T, Scibilia J, 
Mittag D, Zisa G, Ortolani C, Poulsen LK, Vi-
eths S, Bindslev-Jensen C. Soybean allergy in 
Europe. J Allergy Clin Immunol 2007; 119: 
1489-1496.

Research Groups
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Group Members
PD Dr Ralph Braun (group leader)

Dr med Isabelle Kolm

Main Fields of Research 
Our main interest is non invasive diagnosis of 
skin cancer especially malignant melanoma. 
We use established techniques such as der-
moscopy as well as new techniques in vivo la-
ser scanning microscopy, dermoscopy. Due to 
different international research collaborations 
our patients benefit directly from the latest 
technological developments. Detecting skin 
cancer especially melanoma at early stages 
offers an unique opportunity because if diag-
nosed early enough skin cancer can be cured. 

Selected References
Braun, R.P., et al., Diagnosis and management 
of nail pigmentations. J Am Acad Dermatol, 
2007. 56(5): p. 835-47.
Braun, R.P., et al., The significance of multiple 
blue-grey dots (granularity) for the dermosco-
pic diagnosis of melanoma. Br J Dermatol, 
2007. 157(5): p. 907-13.
Braun, R.P., et al., Histopathologic correlation 
in dermoscopy: a micropunch technique. Arch 
Dermatol, 2003. 139(3): p. 349-51.

Group Members
PD Dr med + Dr sc nat Antonio Cozzio 
(group leader)

Dr med Joanna Mangana
Mirka Schmid

Main Fields of Research 
Cancer stem cells represent an emerging field 
for cancer research because of the increasing 
evidence that such cells, even though rare 
within a tumor, have the capacity to sustain 
tumor formation and regeneration. Both Me-
lanoma and Merkel cell carcinoma are derived 
from cells with neurocrest origin, i.e. the me-
lanocytes and Merkel cells. We are addressing 
the presence of cancer cells with neural crest 
stem cell features in these tumours (Colla-
boration with R. Dummer, MD, Dermatology, 
Zurich). Sézary syndrome is a subgroup of 
cutaneous T cell lymphoma with leukaemic 
features and a poor prognosis. In analogy to 
the above-mentioned project, we are trying 
to define population subsets with diverse bio-
logic properties (e.g. in terms of self renewal 
capacity). 

Selected References 
Primary cutaneous B-cell lymphomas - clini-
copathological, prognostic and therapeutic 
characterisation of 54 cases according to 
the WHO-EORTC classification and the ISCL/
EORTC TNM classification system for primary 
cutaneous lymphomas other than mycosis fun-
goides and Sezary syndrome.
Leuk Lymphoma. 2008 Jun;49(6):1094-103.
Similar MLL-associated leukemias arising from 
self-renewing stem cells and short-lived mye-
loid progenitors.
Genes Dev. 2003 Dec 15;17(24):3029-35.

Group Members
Prof Reinhard Dummer (group leader)

Marjam Barysch, MD
Christa Dudli, Technician
Ossia Eichhoff, Ph.D. Student 
Keith Hoek, Postdoc
Simone Goldinger, MD
Maria Karpova, Postdoc 
Elisabeth Laine, Technician
Eva Sailer, MD 
Marie Zipser, MD
Daniel Widmer, Ph.D. Student

Main Fields of Research 
We have intensively studied the immune 
biology of cutaneous lymphomas, cutaneous 
melanoma and epithelial skin cancers. Based 
on the microenvironment of these tumors, we 
have established immune interventions in cell 
cultures and animal models. Translational re-
search applies this new knowledge to our pa-
tients in order to provide effective treatment 
with best quality of life.

Selected References
Hoek K, Eichhoff O, Schlegel N, Döbbeling U, 
Kobert N, Schaerer L, Hemmi S, Dummer R. In 
vivo switching of human melanoma cells bet-
ween proliferative and invasive states. Cancer 
Research 2008;68:650-56
Urosevic M, Fujii K, Calmels B, Laine E, Kobert 
N, Acres B, Dummer R. Type I IFN innate immu-
ne response to adenovirus-mediated IFN-gam-
ma gene transfer contributes to the regression 
of cutaneous lymphomas. J Clin Invest. 2007 
Oct;117(10):2834-46
Eggermont AM, Suciu S, Santinami M, Testori 
A, Kruit WH, Marsden J, Punt CJ, Salès F, Gore 
M, Mackie R, Kusic Z, Dummer R, Hauschild A, 
Musat E, Spatz A, Keilholz U; EORTC Melano-
ma Group. Adjuvant therapy with pegylated 
interferon alfa-2b versus observation alone 
in resected stage III melanoma: final results 
of EORTC 18991, a randomised phase III trial. 
Lancet 2008;372:117-26
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Group Members
PD Dr med Günther Hofbauer 
(group leader)

Dr rer.nat. Guergana Iotzova
Piotr Dzyunicz, medpract. 
Irene Fleckenstein

Main Fields of Research 
Our research activities are focused on squa-
mous cell carcinoma of the skin. We have a 
special interest in organ transplant recipients 
as a high risk population for the development 
of squamous cell carcinoma of the skin stem-
ming from the combined effects of immuno-
suppression and ultraviolet light. Our research 
is thus focused on inflammation fighting the 
or contributing to the cutaneous carcinogene-
sis as well as on the role of UV damage in 
particular in conjunction with medication.

Selected References
Mühleisen B, Schaerer L, Dummer R, Burg G, 
Hofbauer GF. Cancer/testis antigen MAGE-A4 
expression pattern differs in epithelial skin 
tumors of organ-transplant recipients and 
immunocompetent patients. J Cutan Pathol. 
2007 Jan;34(1):1-6.
Hofbauer GF, Marcollo-Pini A, Corsenca A, 
Kistler AD, French LE, Wüthrich RP, Serra AL. 
The mTOR inhibitor rapamycin significantly im-
proves facial angiofibroma lesions in a patient 
with tuberous sclerosis.Br J Dermatol. 2008 
Jun 11.

Group Members
PD Dr med Thomas Kündig 
(group leader)

PD Dr Udo Döbbeling
Dr Pål Johansen
Dr Andreas Weiss
Dr Daniela Kuster
Dr Nicole Graf
Dr Seraina von Moos
Dr Julia Martinez-Gomez
Antonia Fettelschoss
Anke Sichelstiel
Marianne Schulz

Main Fields of Research 
We focus on immunotherapy and vaccination 
against chronic disease including inflamm-
atory disorders, cancer and allergies. It is our 
goal to translate basic research into precli-
nical animal models and then to launch and 
perform a clinical development program. For 
this purpose we are closely collaborating with 
the Center for Clinical Trials and the biophar-
maceutical industry.

Selected References
P Johansen at al. Antigen kinetics determines 
immune reactivity. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A. 
2008
JM Martinez-Gomez et al. Modular Antigen 
Translocation Allergy Vaccines Enhance Immu-
notherapy  Allergy 2009; 64:172-178.

Group Members
Prof Lars E French (group leader)

Dr Emmanuel Contassot (PI, PhD)
Dr Magdalena Kistowska, PhD 
Gehrke Samuel, PhD student
Marianne Spalinger, technician
Maria-Jesus Pena-Rodriguez, technician 
Nikita Kobert, technician

Main Fields of Research 
Our group is focussed on understanding the 
role of death receptor-mediated apoptosis, as 
well as danger- and pathogen sensing via the 
IL-1b-processing inflammasome platform in 
the pathogenesis of inflammatory skin disease 
and skin cancer.
Our current research projects include: 1) the 
study of the role of inflammasome in skin can-
cer and graft versus host disease; 2) the study 
of the mechanisms of apoptosis resistance in 
cutaneous T cell lymphoma; and 3) the study 
of the pathways leading to keratinocyte cell 
death in severe adverse cutaneous drugs re-
actions.

Selected References
Watanabe H, Gehrke S, Contassot E, Roques S, 
Tschopp J, Friedmann PS, French LE, Gaide O. 
Danger Signaling through the Inflammasome 
Acts as a Master Switch between Toleran-
ce and Sensitization. J Immunol. 180:5826, 
2008
Contassot E, Kerl K, Roques S, Shane R, Gaide 
O, Dupuis M, Rook AH, French LE. Resistance 
to FasL and TRAIL-mediated apoptosis in Se-
zary syndrome T-cells associated with impaired 
death receptor and cFLIP expression. Blood 
111:4780, 2008.
Watanabe H, Gaide O, Pétrilli V, Martinon F, 
Contassot E, Roques S, Kummer JA, Tschopp 
J, French LE. Activation of the IL-1beta-pro-
cessing inflammasome is involved in contact 
hypersensitivity. J Invest Dermatol. 127:1956, 
2007. 
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Group Members
Prof Ralph M Trüeb 
(Group Leader)

Dr med Barbara Heidecker, 
Dr med Alexander Navarini 
Dr med Barbara Theler

Main Fields of Research 
Our research activities are focused on clinical 
trials with biologics in the treatment of psori-
asis and for dermatologic off-label indications; 
the study of autoimmune diseases (collagen 
vascular diseases, autoimmune bullous disea-
ses, vasculitis) with a special interest in novel 
diagnostic procedures and treatment strate-
gies; and the study of hair and hair disorders, 
with a particular interest in inflammatory phe-
nomena, diffuse hair loss in women, environ-
mental factors, hair care, patient expectation 
management, hair aging and anti-aging.

Selected References
Bregy A, Trüeb RM. No association between se-
rum ferritin levels >10 microg/l and hair loss ac-
tivity in women. Dermatology. 2008;217:1-6. 
Van Neste D, Trueb RM. Critical study of 
hair growth analysis with computer-assisted 
methods. J Eur Acad Dermatol Venereol. 
2006;20:578-83. 
Schaerer L, Trueb RM. Direct immunofluores-
cence of plucked hair in pemphigus. Arch Der-
matol. 2003;139:228-9.
Trueb R, Brown G, Van Huffel C et al. Ex-
pression of an adenovirally encoded lympho-
toxin-beta inhibitor prevents clearance of 
Listeria monocytogenes in mice. J Inflamm. 
1995;45:239-47. 

Name of the Group Leader
PD Dr med Schmid-Grendelmeier

Name of the Institution
Allergy unit, Dept. of Dermatology, University 
Hospital of Zurich

Group Members 
Dr med Christian Bull
Dr med Tina Gottschaller
Dr med Meike Distel
Sabine Zeller, PhD student (SIAF Davos)
Suzanne Marti-Wyss 

Main Field of Research
The main fields of our research are
-	 the elucidation of the molecular and im-

munologic mechanisms underlying atopic 
dermatitis, especially autoimmune phe-
nomenons due to molecular mimicry with 
microbes including also tropical settings

-	 improved methods of allergen-specific im-
munotherapy 

-	 the establishment of new treatment mo-
dalities for mastocytosis and C1-Inhibitor-
deficiency

-	 the interaction between pollution and pre-
valence of atopic diseases within the SA-
PALDIA  cohort (Swiss Study on Air Polluti-
on and Lung Diseases in Adults)

Selected References	
Fischer Casagrande BF, Flückiger S, Linder MT, 
Johansson C, Scheynus A, Crameri R, Schmid-
Grendelmeier P. Sensitization to the yeast 
Malassezia Sympodialis is specific for extrinsic 
and intrinsic atopic eczema. J Invest Dermatol. 
2006 126 :2414-21
Zeller S, Rhyner C, Meyer N, Schmid-Grendel-
meier P, Crameri R. Exploring the repertoire 
of IgE-binding self-antigens associated with  
atopic eczema J Allergy Clin Immunol 2009; 
124; 278-85
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8. Medical Education / 
Teaching

Medical education is crucial to guarantee a high level of profes-
sionalism of physicians and other health care professions. Our 
continued implication in education is reflected by 

1.	 Education of students in the medical faculty of the university
2.	 Specialty Training in Dermatology of resident physicians for 

board-certification in «Dermatology», and in «Allergology 
and Immunology» for residents board certifying in allergolo-
gy and clinical immunology

3.	 Continuing medical education of private practitioners – 
mainly dermatologists and allergologists, but also general 
practitioners and to a lesser extent other health care profes-
sions.

Education for students: Senior physicians of our department 
provide an introductory course for dermatology to 3rd year me-
dical students, a yearly core course in dermatology (8-day The-
menblock) to 4th year medical students, repetitory lectures  in 
both, dermatology and allergology in the 6th year and a practi-
cal training course in dermatology in the 6th year.
In complement to these ex-cathedra and bed-side teaching ac-
tivities, medical students web-based learning using an online 
platform (DOIT: Dermatology Online with Interactive Technolo-
gy) developed by the former Chairman of our department (Prof 
Dr med Dr h. c. Günter Burg) in a close collaboration with se-
veral other dermatology departments (Basel, Bern, Lausanne, 
Jena and Stadtspital Triemli in Zurich). This platform is being 
continuously improved and currently exists in six languages and 
two further languages are scheduled. 

Resident physicians: The Department of Dermatology offers 
22 residency positions for the 5 years of training that are re-
quired for swiss board certification in dermatology. Demand 
for residency training in our department is extremely high, with 
more than 150 applications for approximately 4 available posi-
tions per year. 2 training positions are also available for part of 
the board certification in immunology and allergology, as well 
as that of angiology. During their residency training in our de-
partment, residents benefit of the broadest offer in switzerland, 
comprised of a rotation plan through 20 stations covering all 
subspecialties of dermatology and allergology, including derma-
tooncology, autoimmune skin disease, trichology (hair disease), 
dermatosurgery, dermatopathology, physical skin treatments 
(radiotherapy, UV-therapy, laser), phlebology and others.
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Following interest from the German, Austrian and Swiss der-
matolgical societies, the online platform for students (DOIT) is 
now being used as the base for the development of a pan-
european post-graduate online continuing medical education 
(CME) platform.

Continuing medical education (CME)/Postgraduate 
training for private practitioners 
Our Department and Faculty offer 12 - 14 CME events and 
grand rounds per year – 6 half-day thematic CME events per 
year in the University Zurich Irchel (180-200 participants), and 
6-8 grand rounds and interdisciplinary CME sessions, the latter 
co-organized with other medical disciplines at USZ. In addition 
to this, and as of 2007, 4 new CME’s per year entitled «Derma-
tology Update» have been added to our postgraduate teaching 
program, with the aim of providing a further platform for case 
presentations, short updates and an overview of important new 
publications in dermatology (Journal Club). 

Subject/Title Type of education Date
Responsible physician  

for organisation

Journal Club Allergy Journal Club March, 22, 2007 Dr Th Harr

Haut-Psoriasis – auch eine interdisziplinäre Herausforderung Interdiciplinary March 29, 2007 Prof Dr R Trüeb et al

Hauttumore Update / Journal Club* April 12, 2007 Prof Dr L French

Allergie und Asthma Interdiciplinary May 3, 2007 PD Dr P Schmid-Grendelmeier

AAD Update on Biologics Update / Journal Club* May 10, 2007 Prof Dr R Trüeb

Vitiligo Irchel May 31, 2007 Prof Dr R Trüeb

STD Update Update / Journal Club* June 14, 2007 PD  Dr G Lautenschlager

Update Neurodermitis Update / Journal Club* October 11, 2007 PD Dr P Schmid-Grendelmeier, 
Prof Dr L French

Schmerz- und Palliativ-Therapie bei  
dermato-onkologischen und Ulcus-Patienten

Interdiciplinary October 25, 2007 Prof Dr R Dummer,  
Prof Dr J Hafner,  
Prof Dr L French

Dermatologisch-Allergologischer Kurs SGDV SGDV-Kurs October 25/26 2007 Prof B Ballmer-Weber,  
PD Dr P Schmid-Grendelmeier

Interaktive Fortbildung zu pigmentierten Hautveränderungen – 
Testen Sie Ihr Fachwissen

Irchel November 8, 2007 Prof  Dr R Dummer

Urticaria Irchel (together with Basel 
and Berne)

November 11, 2007 Prof Dr B Balllmer-Weber

Differentialdiagnose und Therapie von  
Mundschleim-Hauterkrankungen

Interdiciplinary  
(with Stomatology)

November 22, 2007 Prof Dr R Trüeb,  
Prof  Dr Krätz

Update Warzen und Kondylome Update / Journal Club* December 6, 2007 PD Dr  W Kempf,  
Prof Dr L French

Overview 2007 and 2008

Continuing medical education 2007
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In addition to regular postgraduate teaching, our department 
organizes national and international symposia and/or congres-
ses. A highlight in 2007 was the 37th Annual Meeting of the 
European Society for Dermatological Research (ESDR), chaired 
by Prof Dr Reinhard Dummer for our Department, that attracted 
1000 participants from the whole world.

Subject/Title Type of education Date
Responsible physician for 

organisation

Epitheliale Hauttumoren – Neues zur Prävention und Therapie Irchel January 31, 2008 Prof Dr R Dummer

Dermatology in Women – Women in Dermatology Basle (together with Basel 
and Berne)

February 21, 2008 Dr S Fistarol,  
Dr K Scherer (Basle)

Update Hyperhidrose – moderne Behandlungsmöglichkeiten Update/Journal Club* February 28, 2008 Dr S Läuchli

Allergie aktuell IX: Allergien und Umwelt Allergy /Dermatology 
aktuell

March 6, 2008 PD Dr P Schmid-Grendelmeier

Allergien in der Phlebologie Update / Journal Club* March 13, 2008 Prof Dr B Ballmer-Weber,  
PD Dr P Schmid-Grendelmeier

Autoimmundermatosen Irchel April 3, 2008 Prof Dr R Trüeb

Kongenitale Naevi Interdisciplinary  
(with Kinderspital and De-
partment of Reconstructi-

ve/Plastic  Surgery USZ)

April 17, 2008 PD Dr R Braun,  
PD Dr C Schiestl,  

Prof Dr P Giovanoli

Haut und Darm Interdisciplinary  
(with Department of 

Gastroenterology USZ)

Mai 8, 2008 Prof Dr R Trüeb,  
Prof Dr L French

Interdisziplinäre Fortbildung Dermatologie – Infektiologie Berne (together with 
Basel and Berne)

Mai 22, 2008 PD Dr D Simon,  
Prof Dr K Mühlemann

Narben verhindern – Narben behandeln Irchel Mai 29, 2008 Dr S Läuchli

Symposium 70 Jahre Brunello – Allergologische Höhenflüge Extraordinary Symposium September 4, 2008 PD Dr P Schmid-Grendelmeier

Psoriasis Update Update / Journal Club* September 25, 2008 Prof Dr R Trüeb

Haut und Innere Medizin Irchel October 16, 2008 Prof Dr J Hafner,  
Prof Dr R Trüeb, 

 Prof Dr L French

Haut und Endokrinum Interdisciplinary  
(with Kinderspital and 

Department of Endocri-
nology, Diabetology and 

Clinic nutrition USZ)

October 30, 2008 Prof Dr R Trüeb,  
Prof Dr L French,  

Prof Dr Chr Schmid

Chirurgie von Hauttumoren: Aesthetik und Radikalität Update / Journal Club* November 6, 2008 Dr S Läuchli

Epidermolysis bullosa hereditaria – Update

Anniversary Prof Dr U W Schnyder Update / Journal Club* November 20, 2008 Prof Dr R Trüeb,  
Prof Dr L French

Melanom – Seltene Hauttumore Irchel November 27, 2008 Prof Dr R Dummer,  
PD Dr A Cozzio

Hämangiome und vaskuläre Malformation im Kindesalter Interdisciplinary  
(with Kinderspital Zurich)

December 4, 2008 PD Dr A Cozzio, Dr L Weibel,  
Dr Ch Schiestl

* Dermatologisches und allergologisches Kolloquium including Case Presentations

Continuing medical education 2008

In 2009, we have organized the Spring Meeting of the SGDV  
(= Swiss Society for Dermatology and Venerology) an in 2010 
the Annual Meeting of the SGDV at Zurich University. 
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Bachmann Martin CSO Cytos Biotechnology Vaccination against chronic diseases

Bruckner-Tuderman Leena Prof Dr med Universitäts-Hautklinik Freiburg, Deutschland Epidermolysis bullosa hereditaria - Update

Eming Rüdiger Dr med Klinik für Dermatologie und Allergologie, Universitätsklinikum Marburg Autoimmunbullöse Dermatosen: neue Erkenntnisse zur 
Pathogenese und Pathogenese-orientierte Therapie

Fuchs Thomas Prof Dr med Georg-Augustus-Universität Göttingen, Deutschland Neues zur Latex-Allergie

Gieler Uwe Prof Dr med Institut für Medizinische Psychologie, Justus-Liebig-Universität Giessen, Deutschland Die innere Umwelt: Allergien und Psyche

Hauser Conrad Prof Div. Immunol. and Allergy, Dept. Int. Medicine. University of Geneva Th2-dependent contact hypersensitivity, TSLP and 
cutaneous dendritic cell subsets-relevance for atopic 
dermatitis

Klimek Ludger Prof Dr med FA ORL und Allergologie, Wiesbaden, Deutschland Aspirin-Intoleranz bei Widal-Trias: Schaden oder 
Chance?

Koschel Dirk Dr med LA Innere Medizin-Pneumologie, Fachkrankenhaus Coswig, Deutschland Poulet, Ei und Federn: Allergien auf Vogelbestandteile

Lambeck Martin Prof Dr Technische Universität Berlin Fehldeutung der Physik und Philosophie in der 
Alternativmedizin

Marghoob Ashfaq Assistant Professor Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center Kongenital Nevi

Meerang Mayura Dr German Cancer Research Center Heidelberg, Deutschland Accumulation of Lipid Peroxidation-Derived DNA 
Damage as Potential Cancer Risk Factors in Thalas-
semic Disease

Sennekamp Joachim Prof Dr med FA Internist und Allergologe, Bonn, Deutschland Springbrunnen-Lunge als Beispiel der exogen-allergi-
schen Alveolitis

Spiewak Radoslaw Prof Dr med Krakow, Deutschland Risikofaktoren und Prävention von Berufsdermatosen 
in der Landwirtschaft

Thilo Jakob Prof Dr med Universitäts-Hautklinik Freiburg, Deutschland Neues zur Pollenallergie aus Labor und Klinik

Weisenseel Peter Dr med Klinik und Poliklinik für Dermatologie und Allergologie, Klinikum der 
Universität München

Psoriasis-Komorbiditäten: Relevanz und Empfehlung 
für die Praxis

Wymann Matthias Prof Center for Biomedicine, Universität Basel Targeting the PI3K pathway in Melanoma - Specific 
or Broad?

Bigliardi Paul PD Dr CHUV Lausanne Pruritus: Ursachen und Behandlung

Bircher Andreas Prof Dr Universitätsspital Basel Medikamentenallergie

Braathen Lasse Prof Dr Inselspital Bern Operative Therapie der Vitiligo: Autologer Melanozytentransfer

Brezna Irena Psychologin, Schriftstellerin Basel Psychologische Aspekte der Psoriasis

Brönimann Martin Dr Inselspital Bern Pharmakotherapie der Vitiligo

Böhm Markus PD Dr Universitätsklinikum Münster Pathobiologie der Vitiligo

Calzascia Thomas Dr University of Toronto Boosting T cell immunity to cancer and chronic viral infections using IL-7 therapy

Dupuis Marc PhD Preclinical Oncology Apoxis SA, Lausanne The effects of the anticancer drug APO866 in a mouse model of cutaneous T cell 
lymphoma

Escher Niko Dipl. Biol. Universitätsklinikum Jena Mass spectrometry based proteomic profiling of cutaneous t-cell lymphoma (ctcl

Ettlin Dieter Dr Klinik Birshof Münchenstein Burning mouth-Syndrom: Funktionell oder somatisch?

Gebhardt Christoffer Dr Universität Heidelberg How RAGE feeds the flame - a novel mechanism in cancer development. S100 
review (Science)

Grattan Clive Prof Dr Norfolk and Norwich University Hospital 
NHS Trust, UK

Management und Therapie der Urtikaria

Grob Jean-Jacques Prof Dr Hôpital Ste Marguerite, Marseille Therapy with interferon – A 20 year experience

Hauser Conrad Prof Dr Hôpital Universitaire de Genève Management der Urtikaria

Itin Peter Prof Dr Universitätsspital Basel Differentialdiagnose depigmentierender Hauterkrankungen

Locher Michael Dr Praxis Waldshut-Tiengen Diagnose und Therapie des oralen Lichen planus

Lusky Monika PhD Transgene France Gene therapy using adenoviral vectors

Mauviel Alain Prof Dr Hôpital Saint-Louis Paris New targets of TGF-b, implications for melanoma progression and metastasis

Mempel Martin Prof Dr Technische Universität München The B-cell repertoire in highly atopic patients

Novak Natalija PD Dr Universitätsklinikum Bonn Neurodermitis - ein Update

Piguet Vincent Prof Dr University Hospital of Geneva Interactions between HIV and dentritic cells and DATAS analysis of melanoma

Rast Hanspeter Dr SUVA Luzern Begutachtung und Entschädigung von Berufsdermatosen

Ruffner Heinz Group leader cell biology Cellzome AG Heidelberg Physical and functional mapping of signal transduction pathways

Schadendorf Dirk Prof Dr Deutsches Krebsforschungszentrum 
Heidelberg

Molekularbiologie des Melanoms – Was ist klinisch relevant?

Scherer Kathrin Dr Universitätsspital Basel Die urtikarielle Arzneimittelreaktion

Schnuch Axel Prof Dr Institut an der Georg-August-Uni. Göttingen Nickel, Düfte, Kleber & Co. - Welche Kontaktallergene sind wichtig?

Schönbächler Georg Dr sc. nat. Collegium Helveticum Placebo - die Apotheke im Kopf

Simon Dagmar PD Dr Inselspital Bern Urtikaria: welche Differentialdiagnosen sind möglich?

Weidinger Stephan Dr Technische Universität München Filaggrin mutations and epidermal barrier integrity

Guest Speakers 2007 and 2008
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9. Partners / Sponsors / Collaborations with  
Industry and Fund Raising (private industry)	

Our continuous efforts in medical education, public relations, 
marketing, and networking with private practitioners is only pos-
sible thanks to external funding. We collaborate with industry 
for our postgraduate education, giving private practitioners and 
industry a platform for communication and exchange. Further-
more possibilities are provided by our charitable foundations 
the Bruno Bloch Stiftung and the Verein für Hautkrebsforschung. 
We would here like to acknowledge with great respect the sup-
port of our industrial partners. Their collaboration supports the 
quality and nature of our postgraduate teaching offer.

The Department of Dermatology USZ is grateful to the following 
sponsors and donators for their constant precious and generous 
support.

With special acknowledgement to our partners of 
«Schwerpunkt Hautkrebs»
Cosmétique Active, Schweiz AG (LaRoche-Posay, 
Laboratoires Vichy)
Galderma S.A. 
Roche Pharma (Schweiz) AG

«Kosmetische Dermatalogische Sprechstunde»
Beiersdorf AG (Eucerin)
Leo Pharmaceutical Products SA
Louis Widmer AG
Merz Pharma (Schweiz) AG
Permamed AG
Pierre Fabre (Suisse) SA, Avène
Spirig Pharma AG

Further sponsors:
Abbott AG
Actelion (Schweiz) AG
ALK Abello
Allergomed AG
Allmiral AG
Astellas Pharma AG
AstraZeneca AG
Bank Julius Bär AG
Bauerfeind AG
Bayer (Schweiz) AG
Biotest AG
Bristol-Myers Squibb AG
Coloplast AG
CSL Behring (Schweiz) AG
Dermapharm AG
Drossa Pharm AG
Essex Chemie AG
Ganzoni & Cie AG
Gebro Pharma AG
Geistlich Pharma AG
Glaxo Smith Kline AG
J.-P., F. & E. Hottinger & Co., Effektenhändler
lBSA Institut Biochimique SA
Johnson & Johnson Medical
Meda Pharma Pharma GmbH
Merck Sharp & Dome AG 
Mundipharma Pharmaceutical Company SA
Novartis (Schweiz) AG
Pfizer AG
Qualicare AG
MerckSerono (Pharma) Schweiz
Servier (Suisse) SA
Smith & Nephew AG
Teomed AG
Trimedal AG
Waldmann Lichttechnik GmbH
Wyeth Pharmaceuticals AG
Valucept
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Charitable institutions closely associated with the 
Department of Dermatology USZ

Bruno Bloch Stiftung
Sekretariat:
Dermatologische Klinik, Direktion
UniversitätsSpital Zurich
Gloriastrasse 31
8091 Zurich
brunoblochstiftung@usz.ch

Bankverbindung:
UBS AG
8091 Zurich
Konto-Nummer 206-P0238697.0
Kennwort «BrunoBlochStiftung»
 

Verein für Hautkrebsforschung
Sekretariat:
Dermatologische Klinik
UniversitätsSpital Zurich
Gloriastrasse 31
8091 Zurich
info@skincancer.ch, www.skincancer.ch

Bankverbindung:
Jean-Philippe, François & Emmanuel Hottinger & Co.,
8091 Zurich
Effektenhändler, Zurich 
Bank: Clariden Leu AG, Zurich, Swift: CLLECHZZ
Begünstigter: Verein für Hautkrebsforschung
Konto CHF: IBAN: CH77 0506 5024 9124 3100 0
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10. Honors and Prizes  

Prof Dr B Ballmer-Weber
	 Nomination to the Food Allergy Group of the World Allergy 

Organisation in spring 2007
	 Election as Member of the Board of Foundation of the «Al-

lergiestiftung Müller-Gierok» in autumn 2008

Dr C Conrad
	 Publication in Nature Medecine: «Alpha1beta1 is crucial for 

accumulation of epidermal T cells and the development of 
psoriasis» Nat. Med 2007, Jul: 13(7):836-42

PD Dr A Cozzio (& Prof Dr R Dummer)
	 Promotion of a Research Project of a interdisciplinary pro-

ject of the Swiss Cancer League «Neuralleisten-Stammzel-
len bei Hauttumoren» with participation of PD Dr A Cozzio 
and Prof Dr R Dummer)

Prof Dr R Dummer
	 Election as President of the ISCL (International Society for 

Cutaneous Lymphoma) in September 2006
	 Election to the Board of the ICDP (International Committee 

for Dermatopathology) in spring 2007
	 Election as President the ESDR (European Society for Der-

matological Research) in October 2008
	 Nomination to International Member of the Scientific Board 

of the ÖGDV (Austrian Society of Dermatology an Venero-
logy) in Autumn 2008

Prof Dr L French
	 Nomination as Member of the «Deutsche Akademie der 

Naturforscher», Leopoldina, in September 2008
	 Election to the Executive Committee of the EDF (European 

Dermatology Forum) in January 2007

Dr M Geiges
	 Nomination to Corresponding Member of the ÖGDV (Aus-
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rum Chirurgorum Helvetica) and as Member of the Board 
for the section «Fort- und Weiterbildung»)
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	 Nomination as Representative for Dermatology to the Di-

rectory of the new founded Transplant Center of the Univer-
sity Hospital Zurich in December 2007

	 Election as Board Member and Secretary of the European 
Association in the coaching of organ transplanted patients 
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Dr J Kamarachev
	 Certification of the «International Committee for Dermato-

pathology (ICPD-UEMS)» in December 2006

Prof Dr W Kempf
	 Robert-Fischer-Prize for scientific work on cutaneous lym-

phoma in 2007

Dr K Kerl
	 Certification of the «International Committee for Dermato-

pathology (ICPD-UEMS)» in December 2008

Dr S Läuchli
	 Election to the Board of EWMA (European Woung Manage-

ment Association) as only Representative of German-spea-
king countries
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	 Dr Janssen Scholarship Award in August 2008

PD Dr P Schmid-Grendelmeier
	 Election as Corresponding Member to the Board and Swiss 

Representative for Elaborating Guidelines for Neurodermi-
tis and Specific Immunotherapy of the German Society of 
Allergology and Clinical Immunology

Prof Dr R Trüeb
	 Election as President of the EHRS (European Hair Research 

Society) in autumn 2008

PD Dr M Maiwald-Urosevic
	 Publication in the Journal of Clinical Investigations: Type 1 

IFN innate immune response to adenovirus-mediated IFN-
gamma gene transfer contributes to the regression of cuta-
neous lymphomas, J Clin. Invest. 117; 2834-2846 (2007)
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Dr L Weibel
	 Ruggero Caputo Young Pediatric Dermatologist Prize of the 

ESDP (European Society for Pediatric Dermatology)

Allergy-Unit 
(chaired by Prof B Ballmer-Weber & PD Dr P Schmid-Grendelmeier)

	 Quality Certification GA2LEN network (global allergy & 
asthma European network) as first center in Europe, in Ja-
nuary 2007

	 Election to «Center of Excellence» into the European Com-
petence Network for Mastocytosis) in spring 2008

Promotions since 2007

	 Prof Dr B Ballmer-Weber: 
	 promotion to title of «Titularprofessur» in 2008

	 Prof Dr R Dummer: 
	 promotion to title of «Professor ad personam» in 2008

	 Prof Dr J Hafner: 
	 promotion to title of «Titularprofessur» in 2007

	 Dr Th Harr: 
	 Promotion to title of «Oberarzt» in 2008

	 PD Dr G Hofbauer: 
	 Promotion to title of «Leitender Arzt» in January 2009
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11. Previews
	
Interview with Prof Dr med Lars French, Chairman, 
Department of Dermatology USZ

The Clinic Report of the Zurich University Hospital‘s 
Department of Dermatology  highlights the broad 
spectrum of activities in patient care, research and 
teaching. What are your priorities and important goals 
for the near future?
French: It is our final aim to be among the best Dermatology 
Departments with respect to patient care and research; this am-
bitious vision can only be achieved by defining clear priorities. 
For me outstanding quality in patient care and innovation are 
the top priorities of the Department. 

The patient is in the center. Quality is a top priority.

What about research – in an internationally oriented 
Dermatology Department such as Zurich? 
Research in an interdisciplinary environment with open-minded 
interactions with basic research institutions are in my opinion 
essential prerequisites for innovation. Priority topics in our De-
partment are currently skin cancer, strongly focussed on me-
lanoma, the mechanisms of skin inflammation with main focus 
on psoriasis. Internationally, our department is intergraded in 
the line of leading institutions for their contribution to innova-
tion in Dermatology through research. It is also regularly visited 
by scholars, fellows, as well as renown scientists and physicians 
with the aim of fostering exchange, testifying its international 
attractiveness. 

In the patient’s view, a frequent concern is the long 
time it usually takes until they can directly benefit 
from research? 
This is generally correct. The complexity of diseases such as me-
lanoma; the regulatory constraints that govern patient-oriented 
and clinical research today; as well as the time from discovery 

to completed drug development make therapeutic innovation 
an long process. However, a look back at novel therapeutics 
and their impact in our field over the last 5 years, clearly puts 
this into perspective. Despite the above hurdles, the quality of 
dermatological research including patient-oriented or transla-
tional research; the contribution of improved technology; and 
the close collaboration with industrial partners is now providing 
more innovative therapy than ever before. In this context, it is 
also possible for our patients to have access to novel therapeu-
tics through clinical trials before they are marketed.  

Rapid translation of patient-oriented research from 
the laboratory to the clinic, and collaboration with 
industry - play a key role in rapidly bringing new 
therapeutics to our patients. 

You mention «quality» as a descriptive keyword for 
the Department. Are there already concrete measures 
that have been realized to assure this? 
Yes, we started implementing quality assurance in the begin-
ning of 2007 by introducing a Critical Incident Reporting Sys-
tem (CIRS) in our Department; this tool allows our staff – doc-
tors and nurses – to report critical situations anonymously even 
if no detrimental consequences of the incident occurred. Such 
reports are regularly evaluated and used to implement strate-
gies to avoid such situations in the future. 

Do you have an internationally renown quality certifi-
cation ?
No, but this is an aim of ours. We are currently preparing for 
an international quality certification. This is primordial for us,  
especially in dermatooncology where recognition as a multidis-
ciplinary skin cancer center requires ISO- or KTQ- Certification 
(= Cooperation for Transparency and Quality in Health Care) of 
the center.

International quality manage-ment labelling is im-
portant for future development.

Besides official quality certification measures, what 
measures have you undertaken in order to optimize 
the department after your onset as Chairman? 
We have significantly reorganized the Department to adapt it 
to our aims; current patient needs; the number of employees; 
and upcoming regulatory requirements. This reorganization has 
lead to clear redistribution and definition of competences and 
responsibilities as required for the activities of our Department. 
This is illustrated in part through our new organigram. 
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Back to research: Do you  also plan to reorganise 
certain aspects of this field of activity?
We will continue the focus of our research  activities; dermato-
oncology, immunodermatology and allergology; subspecialites 
of Dermatology where demand for innovation in patient care 
is very high. The level of yearly funding obtained by researchers 
in the department is quite high for European standards (over 
3 mio CHF/year), and alongside the current cumulative yearly 
impact factor of 324, a sign that our research groups are com-
petitive and productive. 

How will you ensure long-term competitiveness ? 
I have set a priority on supporting young skilled clinicians in-
terested in science and an academic career. In the last two 
years three of our residents have had the opportunity to join 
prominent research groups abroad for a postdoctoral or clinical 
fellowship. I intend to support those who are motivated and 
successful for fellowships abroad and – if possible – for rein-
tegration in our Department upon return.  We are also in the 
process of building new endowed professorships at the Depart-
ment to attract qualified researches. Such activities should help 
guarantee long-term competitiveness.

Teaching – are there any new concepts that you envisa-
ge to implement in Zurich ?
We are committed to the process of further implementing and 
improving an innovative, interactive internet-based learning-
program (DOIT: Dermatology Online with Interactive Technolo-
gy) founded by my predecessor, Prof Günter Burg. In Switzer-
land, the tool is already regularly used for teaching of students; 
presently is being further developed in collaboration with the 
Swiss, German and Austrian Societies for Dermatology, as a Eu-
ropean  internet-based platform for continuous medical educa-
tion in dermatology. 

And back to – according to your own words – the core 
activity of the Department of Dermatology – patient 
care: Why is Zurich able to offer such a diverse and 
high quality level of medical care in Dermatology? 
For me, in Zurich, the strong support of the medical faculty the 
University of Zurich and of the University Hospital; the size and 
level of training of the medical team; as well as the extreme-
ly well developped inter-disciplinary network of specialists of 
other clinics and institutes are the ingredients that enable us to 
offer a high level of medical care.
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